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If You Want to Save Lives, Start with the Dead: 

Kimberly Repp, PhD, MPH
Research, Analytics, Informatics and Data (RAID) Supervisor

Medical Examiner Office Supervisor
Kimberly_Repp@co.washington.or.us

Epidemiologists and Medicolegal Death Investigators Unite 
to Stop Suicide Using Novel Surveillance Methodology

Why Suicide?

National Violent Death Reporting System (NVDRS)
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NVDRS Strengths and Limitations

Data elements are standardized 
across states

County data difficult to obtain

Timeliness

Abstraction errors

From Death to Data

MDI = Medicolegal Death Investigator

LAW = Law enforcement (patrol and detectives)

EMS =  Emergency Medical Services 
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OVERS = Oregon Vital Events Registration System 

NVDRS = National Violent Death Reporting System

Highlighted hexagons indicate electronic databases

Instead of…
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Why not…?
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Hi, I’m Kim And I’m Charles
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Death match:
CRAP Form vs. NVDRS

27 suicide risk factors 
2 years of data
133 suicides

Prevalence of risk factors and 
circumstances in two 
surveillance systems for 
the same 133 suicides

Why the difference?
No standardization of narrative elements

Can’t abstract what’s not there

Neutral professional language

Abstraction error
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Good

FastCheap

Why Use Death Investigation Data?

Impact

Detection of clusters

Directs suicide prevention training

Data-driven decision making

Thank you!


